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(54) SOLID-STATE IMAGE PICKUP ELEMENT 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To suppress blooming at the time of high 
luminance object image pickup and to obtain improved 
images over the wide range of illuminance by discharging 
excessive charge generated in a photoelectric conversion 
element part from the source side of a MOS transistor for 
reset. 

CONSTITUTION: In a storage mode in which a 
photoelectric conversion element 1 integrates signal 
charge generated by incident light, by the driver circuit 1 2b 
of a vertical scanning circuit 12, a power supply line 12c is 
turned to a high level VR (H), a 1 2d is turned to a low level 
potential VR (L) and a voltage equal to or more than a 
threshold value is applied through a vertical selection line 9 
for reset to the gate of the MOS transistor 4 for reset 
serially connected to the photoelectric conversion element 
1. Thus, the MOS transistor 4 for reset is turned to an ON 
state during a storage period, the excessive charge 
generated in the photoelectric conversion element 1 is 
discharged to the source side and the blooming is 
suppressed. 
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